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The payment of poets.
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I remember when I once regretted to him that he had not given us more of Juvenal's Satires, he said he probably should give more, for he had them all in his head ; by which I understood that he had the originals and correspondent allusions floating in his mind, which he could, when he pleased, embody and render permanent without much labour. Some of them, however, he observed were too gross for imitation.
The profits of a single poem, however excellent, appear to have been very small in the last reign, compared with what a publication of the same size has since been known to yield. I have mentioned, upon Johnson's own authority, that for his London he had only ten guineas; and now, after his fame was established, he got for his Vanity of Unman. Wishes but five guineas more, as is proved by an authentick document in my possession1.
It will be observed, that he reserves to himself the right of printing one edition of this satire, which was his practice upon occasion of the sale of all his writings; it being his fixed intention to publish at some period, for his own profit, a complete collection of his works 2.
His Vanity of Human Wishes has less of common life, but more of a philosophick dignity than his London. More renders, therefore, will be delighted with the pointed spirit of .Lori/inn, than with the profound reflection of The Vanity of Hit man ]Vix/ics-\
and indigence as the two jjrcat hasteners of modern poems.' I le continues :—' that no other method of attaining lasting' praise ('than iinilta dies et inulia //.fnrn] has been yet discovered may lie conjectured from the blotted manuscripts of Milton now remaining, and from the tardy emission of Pope's compositions.' He made many corrections for the later editions of his poem.
1 'Nov. 25,1748. I received of Mr. Dodsley fifteen guineas, for whidi [ assign to him the ritfhl of copy of an imitation of the Tenth Sathv. of Juvenal, written by me; reserving to myself the riyhl of printing one edition.                  SAM. JOHNSON."
'London, 29 Jvmc, 17K6.    A true VOL. I.                                         o
copy, from the original in Dr. Johnson's handwvilinj;'. JA". DoDSl.KY. lUlSWKl.t,.
f.i>/!(/i»i was sold at a .shilling a copy. Johnson was paid al the rate of about o.V/. a lino for this poem ; for 7'/it! Vanity nf Hiiniii/i ll'ixlu's al the ratt! of about \<,\il. a linr. Dryden by liis engagement with Jacob Ton-son (see Johnson's U'nrkx, vii. 298) undertook to furnish 10,000 VITSI'H ill a little over (u/. ;t VITSO. (ioldsmkh was paid for T/ir. Traveller £21, or about i i.frt?. a line.
" He never published it. Hw />t>xt under Dec. y, 17^4.
' 'Jan. i),  iKai.    Ucait Johnson's
Vii/ii/y of HIIIIKIII   UV.v/r.v,    all   ilw
examples and inodo nf jjivitij; llicin
(iurrirk,assages says they had not met at all for thirty years—that is to say, not since 1753 ; while in the last two passages he implies that their weekly meetings came to an end about 1751. I cannot understand moreover how, if Bathurst, ' his beloved friend,' belonged to the club, Johnson should have forgotten it. Bathurst died in the expedition to the Havannah about 1762. Two others of those given in Hawkins's list were certainly dead by 1783. M'Ghie, who died while the club existed (Id. p. 361), and Dr. Salter. A writer in the Builder (Tltc. 1884) says, ' The King's Head was burnt down twenty-five years ago, but the cellarage remains beneath No. 4, Alldis's dining-rooms, on the eastern side.'
